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C. T. Avedisian1. At the International Mechanical Engi
neering Congress and Exhibition (IMECE) in Atlanta last No
vember, a technical session was offered entitled 'Heat Transfer 
Picture Gallery' (HTPG) at which photographs were displayed 
that depicted various processes occurring in the presence of 
temperature gradients. The turnout was notable for the attention 
it drew from spectators who browsed through the photo dis
plays, like in an art gallery. The session attracted 25 photo 
displays and they were evaluated by a distinguished panel of 
engineers based on subjective judgments of the visual impact 
of the photographs and the original contribution they were 
thought to make to the understanding of a thermal process. Ten 
of the displays that received the highest ratings are published 
here in this special section of the ASME JOURNAL OF HEAT 
TRANSFER entitled 'Heat Transfer Gallery.' 

The motivation for publishing these photographs is to draw 
attention to, and illustrate, the aesthetic qualities of thermal 
processes. The accompanying explanatory text for each photo 
display is kept to a minimum to focus attention on the visualiza
tion. The photographs include phenomena of natural and forced 
convection, boiling, and combustion. Reproductions in color 
are included to enhance the visualizations. It is hoped that the 
readership of the ASME JOURNAL OF HEAT TRANSFER enjoys 
browsing through this collection of color photographs. 

The HTPG will again be offered at the upcoming IMECE to 
be held in Dallas in November 1997 (see an announcement 
in the February 1997 issue of the ASME JOURNAL OF HEAT 
TRANSFER . Furthermore, the opportunity may again be available 
for publication in the ASME JOURNAL OF HEAT TRANSFER of 
the best photographs displayed at the HTPG. There will be 
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a strong preference for original contributions not previously 
published. 

Publication of this 'Heat Transfer Gallery' would not have 
been possible without the strong support of the Senior Editor, 
Dr. Jack Howell. Additionally, Dr. Ray Viskanta (past editor) 
and the members of the Executive Committee of the Division 
of Heat Transfer, including Drs. Richard Buckius, Soung Cho, 
Ralph Greif, and Gus Plumb, who were instrumental in support
ing the idea of this Heat Transfer Gallery for the ASME JOUR
NAL OF HEAT TRANSFER. Finally, thanks are due to ASME for 
defraying the cost of the color reproductions. 
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